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Note: After reading the foregoing, 
which Mr. Ranck stated he regarded as a 
somewhat general discussion of the under- 
lying principles that seem to him to apply 
to the municipal reference library and the 



city library as they relate to municipal 
problems, he presented informally a num- 
ber of concrete cases illustrating phases 
of municipal reference work and the prob- 
lems they involve. 



SPONSORS FOR KNOWLEDGE 



In the "Library Journal," November, 
1915, page 783, Mr. George Winthrop Lee, 
librarian of Stone & Webster, Boston, ex- 
plained what he calls the "sponsorship for 
knowledge" idea. His plan, as we un- 
derstand it, briefly expressed is this: Let 
libraries, institutions, librarians and others 
register with a central bureau some spe- 
cific topic upon which those persons or 
institutions are particularly well qualified 
tc furnish expert information; let the list 
of these sponsored topics be published and 
distributed widely; let additions be made 
and the cumulated list replenished from 
time to time; let it be understood that 
seekers after knowledge in the particular 
fields covered may communicate with 
sponsors on those subjects, either direct or 
through their local library. 

The headquarters office of the American 
Library Association is perhaps as proper 
a place as any to serve as the central bu- 
reau, or clearing house, and so far as its 
limitations will permit it will gladly serve 
in that capacity. 

In response to a recent circular sent out 
by Mr. Lee, a number of libraries and in- 
dividuals have expressed willingness to be 
enrolled as sponsors for certain topics, 
and as a beginning of this scheme the list 
of subjects and the sponsors therefor are 
here published in this number of the "Bul- 
letin of the American Library Association." 

We hope this beginning, though small, 
will encourage others to enroll as spon- 
sors for other subjects. These topics, as 
Mr. Lee says, should be broad at the start, 
should be largely topics of the day, and 
should be apportioned among the prom- 
inent libraries of the country. In the 
article above referred to, Mr. Lee men- 
tioned a short list of fifty "live" subjects 
tor which sponsors are particularly de- 



sired. This list first appeared in the 
April-June issue of "Information." We 
repeat it here: Accidents (including work- 
men's compensation), Aeronautics, Am- 
munition, Armenia, Austria, Automobiles, 
Banking, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Child 
labor, City planning, Domestic science, 
Cotton, European war, Prance, Germany, 
Great Britain, Greece, Holland, India, In- 
surance, Italy, Japan, Jitney bus, Labor 
unions, Loan agencies, Mexico, Motion 
pictures, Negroes, Peace, Pensions, Po- 
land, Prisons, Profit sharing, Prohibition, 
Pure food, Recreation, Red Cross, Russia, 
Serbia, Social service, Socialism, South 
America, Strikes, Suffrage, Switzerland, 
Trusts, Turkey, United States. 

"What should be expected," asks Mr. 
Lee, "from libraries accepting responsi- 
bilities for such topics?" Answering his 
own question, he says: "Obviously to 
have a good collection of literature relat- 
ing thereto. Furthermore, to have the lit- 
erature analytically indexed as far as rea- 
sonable, not merely the intensive catalog- 
ing of books and pamphlets, transactions, 
etc., but the writing of cards for articles 
in periodicals; and not mere titles on 
these cards, but wise annotations also. 
Still further the publication annually (or 
the guarantee for such) of a well sub-clas- 
sified and indexed (if need be) biblio- 
graphy. And further yet, a knowledge of 
who's who and where they may be found, 
in the world of specialists upon the topic 
in question." 

Further along in the same article the 
writer lets his imagination picture the 
system at work. "A visual image of the 
system at work may answer several ques- 
tions that might well arise from the above 
outline. A man is about to start an in- 
dustry in which there is considerable dan- 
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the literature of accidents likely to happen 
in this particular industry. He goes to the 
local library and finds in the card catalog 
a brief list of books dealing with accidents, 
and asks for two or three that look prom- 
ising. These he peruses with small satis- 
faction. He then goes to the inquiry desk 
to get suggestions that may help him. The 
attendant replies that possibly there is in 
the catalog a green card which may have 
escaped his attention. On going to the 
catalog the green card is found, which 
points to sources of information outside of 
the library. It calls attention to the li- 
brary that specializes on accidents. The 
inquirer, let us say, is in Boston and the 
sponsor library is in Philadelphia. The 
attendant then looks further and finds a 
card marked Bibliography in which the 
word bibliography is underscored in green. 
This signifies that the bibliography has 
come from the sponsor library." And so 
he proceeds to explain how this bibliog- 
raphy puts the sponsor in Philadelphia at 
the disposal of the inquirer in Boston. But 
read, if possible, the entire article to see 
how beautifully it works in Mr. Lee's bib- 
liothecal Utopia. 

But to the list. Here is the start; here 
are the pioneers; if the project seems 
practicable we hope many more sponsors 
will enroll their specialties with the Ameri- 
can Library Association, 78 East Wash- 
ington Street, Chicago. 

Sponsors for Specialties 

Abbreviations: P., Public; F., Free; L., Library. 

Almanacs, comparison of various — Library 
School, New York Public Library, 476 
Fifth Ave., N. Y. 

Architecture and furniture, colonial — Wor- 
cester (Mass.) F. P. L. 

City planning — Frank A. Bourne, 79 Kilby 
St., Boston. 

Electric railways — C. B. Fairchild, Jr. 



Phila. Rapid Transit Co., 1035 Land Title 
Bldg., Philadelphia. 

Esperanto— G. W. Lee, 147 Milk St., Bos- 
ton. 

Essex Co., Mass., genealogy and local his- 
tory of — Haverhill (Mass.) P. L. 

Heraldry, American — Charles K. Bolton, 
Boston Athenaeum. 

Houses, pictures of old, outside of New 
England — Library, Boston Athenaeum. 

Labor — Chicago P. L. 

Literary annuals — F. W. Faxon, 83 Francis 
St., Fenway, Boston. 

Maryland — Bernard C. Steiner, Enoch 
Pratt F. L., Baltimore, Md. 

New England, outdoor — Helen Granger, 47 
Prentiss St., Cambridge, Mass. 

Packing industry — John Crerar L., Chicago. 

Periodical literature, bibliography of — F. 
W. Faxon, 83 Francis St., Fenway, Bos- 
ton. 

Perishable commodities, transportation of 
— Eugene F. McPike, Mgr. Perishable 
freight service, Illinois Central R. R., 
1200 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago. 

Philately — Springfield (Mass.) City L. 

Plymouth Co., Mass. — Brockton (Mass.) 
P. L. 

Railway economics — Bureau of Railway 
Economics Library, Homer Bldg., 13th 
and F Sts., Washington. 

Snow, removal of — Lewis A. Armistead, 
101 Milk St., Boston. 

Syndicalism — St. Louis P. L. 

Taxation — Massachusetts State Library, 
Boston. 

Toll gates and toll roads — Frederick J. 
Wood, 147 Milk St., Boston. 

Washington, D. C, sources of information 
in — Library of Congress, Washington, 
D. C. 

Whittier, J. G— Haverhill (Mass.) P. L. 

Note: It may seem advisable later, in 
case the list grows to considerable size, 
to arrange it by decimal classification, in- 
stead of alphabetically. 



